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le Enclosed is a memorandum dated 18 Jamuary 195l entitled "Summary of a Produc~
' tion'Plan for a 35mm Film of Guatemala Today."

2. This memorandum was prepared by Identity A of reference (a) at the request of
Identity B of reference (a).
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3. . Transmitted under separate cover for Lincoln only (reference (b) is a dossier
on Identity A and a copy of the letter from Gulllemo PALMIEBI mentloned on-

page 2 of the enclosure to this dispatch.

:Also_” transmtted under éeparate cover (reference (c) is the limited identify—.
~ing data available to us on Identity C.
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From: — ‘feviTty A

Subject: Summary of a Prodnction Plan for a 35mm Film of Guatemala Today.

This smmary will confirmm our discussion of this afternoon and in brief
ontline the various points associated with the production of a thirty minute, 35mm,
black and white film with sound, which will through the use of documentary pictures,
filmed on the spot, show how communism was-able to establish itself in Guatemala,
vhat its present functions are, and how through its present plan of operations mow
communism expects to maintain its position in Guatemala in the future.

As yet, in no other country in the world, has .the situation been so clear-

cut and obvious as it is here in Guatemala. The opportunity of gathering a film record .

of the communist system driving a wedge into Central America through Gyatemala has
never been more promising. The general population of Guatemala, knowingly and also
unknowingly, has been slowly becoming a part of that system. The story of how that
could happen is well defined and exists in simplified form sufficient for good picture
material. Since Guatemala has several distinet cultures of people ranging from the
lowland mixed groups of agriculturists, to Guatemsla City's educated classes, the
government politicos, and the Indian populations,the varicus steps and procedures
necessary for the communists to gain the support of these varied groups covers the
whole scheme of their propagenda measures as practiced in Europe, Asia and even in
the United States. Essentially a small country, it offers the advantage of a compact
story unique in ‘thefact that the film coverage will be greatly simplified, free from
the many confusing items which would be fcund if telling a story such as this about
any other comtry 1n the vorld. '

Lrepreeent on. ﬁlm hov a conntry and its people can turn to -

commmist waySs-In establishing Guatemala's physical characteristics, its people, the

natural resources, industries, general economy, cities, roads, schools, social and
cultural activities, its international position, the.govermment, ammy, airforce, police
foree, -and - the ‘historic background, it is hoped that .emdiences will have a firm foundation
* to then judge- Guatemle and its turn zto -commund sm,. Within this living structure: vill be
voven the- intimate persenal 1:|.fe of the> va;'.lons graups of people, The- comnnni.st systems :

film shonld i.n simpli.fied fom pictorially explain and’ pmvo how a country like =
Guatemala could wake up one morning amd discover that it was completely comunistic, and
under-its- complete control and dictates& Sinoe primitive people as well as educated
Guatemalans are: represented in the- fi].m, audieneesiof Asid as well as in the: Un:l.ted States
" will -be- able o aee~the -many manifestations of . communism in action, The. point will be
‘ suggested that if it “could happen hem, -why-not -throughout all of Central America, Most"

system and control creeps: :lnto an v.msnspectmg country.

HOU THIS CAH BE DONE;  As I see it, the success of such a ventu.re
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DENTVTY T R down here to Guatemala as a tourist where he.could d

" Secufiy Information

Palmieri, who is also one of the main figures in the PRG party. His reply is attached
herenth. A Mr Clarence Smith was assigned to work with me. Together we went to San Juan/
Atiten and completed the: first part ef the Museun's assigument, It is now clearly
understood by everyone that it will be. necessary for me to visit four Indian areas to
complete the Museun's work, Those four aress will also give me sufficient material to
show the political inflitration being done.b ‘the jparty systems in the Indian arcas,

¥ € _negotiations to do a series of
:been: favorable, but in view of
not take it too far. Smith's
tal overtnres for ﬁh

could not be gotten in any- other way.
processing, and the ne@tives as wg

transactions I would offer them 1] extremely lov ﬁ.gures % :
them, Special effort has been made to establish the fact’ {hat- ¢ money and .the work
badly. ¥y qualifications are sound end they may consider.that they are’ gettmg a buye
As for the general coverage of the country, without politics, I see no problem there.
The angle of tourism and promoting interest in the United States will get all the
cooperation I need,- .

DISTRIBUTION: It would be impossible at this time to guarantee any definite
fom of distribution. However, through friends of mine with whom I have worked many
"-years such as Louis de Rochemont, the proper contacts can be made when the picture is
completed. Since the Press has been hitting the Central and Latin American communist
infiltration plan rather regilarly the ‘interest should be such as to aid distribution,
Both theater and.. television showing can be- a.rranged, if not through. the regula:r paying
channels, then through the for-free: systm. A film such as this, well: done,should be
a oredit to any sponsor or distributor, My main concern is not the distribution but the
intelligent presentation of the situation here in Guatanals. ence that is acheived, the
distribution is: autmstic. i S R e L

' Eote: If interest in such a ﬂlm as this seriouﬂy shovm;"
appreciate- greatly the opportunity of talking with the'people most concerned, :
and -objectives which they desire must be clearly understoodnbefore produc: egins,
. Also, since a polished final soript is a-hecessity, I would like to bring EEIEEIRENA
‘develop his material’from
first handv;nfomation. To do this,I feel I .shoul return %o, th Uni: Sta‘be '

quick trip, get additional equipment which this'
entire situation well ironed out in advanoe. T




